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WHAT IS PIPE BURSTING? 
Pipe bursting is a method of pipe rehabilitation. A new pipe of equal or larger diameter 

is inserted into an existing pipeline by bursting open the existing pipe and pulling or 

pushing the new pipe into the old pipe.  The new pipe is simultaneously inserted into 

an enlarged hole created by the burster (or expander). The concept was developed 

in Europe to replace cast-iron gas distribution lines. Pipe bursting has been used in the 

United States since 1986, rehabilitating up to one million linear feet of pipe per year.

What happens during the Pipe Bursting process?
The pipe bursting process is less disruptive than open cut pipe replacement however; 

some excavation and disruption can be expected.  Pipe bursting requires excavation 

at the entry and exit points and for each service connection.  

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF PIPE BURSTING?
The advantages of Pipe Bursting over Open-cut replacement include:

•	 Less	traffic	disturbance

• Shorter time for replacement 

• Less business interruption 

• Less environmental disturbance

PIPE BURSTING



Clean Water Atlanta is a comprehensive program created to ensure clean drinking water, clean streams and a healthy environment for the City of Atlanta 
and its downstream neighbors. To learn more about Clean Water Atlanta please visit our website www.Atlantawatershed.org/cleanwateratlanta or call 311.

DWM Customer Service: 404-546-0311
www.atlantawatershed.org/cleanwateratlanta


